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SUMMARY :
™

2025 Fall AIGS Spiritual Retreat

The 2025 Fall Spiritual Retreat of the AIGS was held from Sep. 3rd(Wednesday) to Sep. 5th(Friday). This year's retreat marked a
historic milestone as Rev. James Kang-McCann was invited as the guest speaker-the first time in AIGS history that an alumnus has
served as the main speaker for the event.

The main theme of the retreat was, “To become all things to all people: Diaspora identity and ministry in a hybrid world”(1
Corinthians 9:22), and Rev. James Kang-McCann led the student body through a profound journey of spiritual growth and
communal grace by biblical meditation, testimony, missionary reflection, prayer and fellowship.

My vision and Missionary Calling Refined at ACTS

Graduation Reflection by Telemnos Gagebo

Born in Southern Ethiopia, | have lived my life with a profound calling toward the Kingdom of God and His mission. For many
years, | served in local ministries through evangelism, discipleship, and church leadership. However, as my ministry progressed,
| felt an increasing need for deeper theological reflection and missiological preparation. In the midst of this seeking, by
God’s guidance, | entered ACTS University in March 2023,

My time at ACTS has been a definitive turning point in both my life and ministry. Within a campus environment where the
dedication of professors, a mission-centered curriculum, a diverse international student community, and a vibrant spirituality
of prayer all coexist, | came to a deep realization: theology is not merely an academic discipline, but a living tool for
participating in God's redemptive work. In particular, the emphasis on Missio Dei (the Mission of God) at ACTS has reshaped my
theological horizons and missional perspective. The Great Commission in Matthew 28:18-20 is no longer a verse understood only

by the mind, but a practical vision that drives my life.

The education at ACTS has also clarified my specific calling. | have been convinced that my mission is to reach unreached
regions and marginalized communities, and to raise the next generation of Ethiopian youth for God's mission. As a result,
| have established a ministry vision titled "Rising or Awake Ethiopian Youths for Mission," which is currently unfolding centered

around the Horn of Africa.

This vision is built upon three core pillars: training pastors, leaders, and missionaries, evangelism and missionary sending; and
church planting and discipleship. Through evangelism efforts in Southern Ethiopia and Northern Kenya, | have witnessed the
grace of many souls accepting Jesus Christ, while simultaneously realizing the urgent necessity of church planting and consistent
discipleship.

Furthermore, at ACTS, | developed an understanding of holistic mission. | learned that the Gospel is not limited to the
salvation of souls but is a power that transforms every dimension of life. Consequently, my vision now encompasses not only
evangelism and leadership training but also a stewardship mission to care for God's creation. | believe this is a missional practice
that reflects God's heart for both humanity and all of His creation.

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to the leadership, faculty, and staff of ACTS, as well as to all my fellow students. |
pray that God will continue to use ACTS to raise precious workers for world missions.

In conclusion, my studies at ACTS have brought my mission and vision into clearer focus. Here, | have deeply realized that
theology is not mere knowledge, but a life lived in participation with God’s mission. With this refined vision, | intend to move
forward, responding faithfully to God’s calling for Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa.

- February 2026 Master of Divinity (M.Div.) Graduate
Telemnos Gagebo, Ethiopia




A Beautiful Harvest of Love: Wedding of an AIGS Student Couple

A beautiful fruit of the AIGS missionary community has blossomed. A Korean student and a Philippine student, who were
pursuing different degree programs, met within the AIGS community. After sharing a common vision and mission for world
evangelism, their relationship grew into love, leading to their marriage last fall.

Through their journey of studying and growing in faith together, the couple experienced the grace of becoming one in God
despite their multicultural backgrounds. Although they come from distinct nationalities, their shared dedication to the mission
field and a life of worship allowed them to cultivate deep mutual understanding and respect.

The wedding ceremony was held humbly yet gracefully at the ACTS University auditorium. President Jung Hong-yeol officiated
the ceremony, blessing the couple's future. In his message, President Jung stated, “The life of two people becoming one to live
for the Kingdom of God is, in itself, a testament to the Gospel.”

Meanwhile, the parents of the couple—the Korean family currently serving as missionaries in Egypt and the Philippine family
serving in ministry back home—were unable to attend in person due to their ministry schedules. However, the students and all
attendees present celebrated with as much joy as a biological family, sincerely congratulating the couple on their new beginning.

This wedding held a significance beyond a simple union. It was a living testimony of a community becoming one in Christ,
transcending borders and cultures—a moment marking the birth of lifelong partners in love and mission.

David Hirome: Publishing in World-Class Missiological Journails

As | conclude my six-year doctoral journey and prepare for graduation, | offer my deepest joy and gratitude to God, ACTS
University, and the Korean churches that have supported me. Only God knows the beginning from the end, and | confess that it is
solely by His grace that | have been able to complete my studies in South Korea. | would also like to express my heartfelt thanks
to ACTS University for providing the generous scholarship that made this journey possible; without it, even starting a doctoral
program in Korea would have been a daunting challenge.

Furthermore, | extend my sincere appreciation to the professors, staff, and all the support personnel serving in our dormitories,
cafeteria, and worship spaces. To my fellow students in the AIGS community: thank you for being a community that reflects the
image of Christ despite our cultural backgrounds.

fellowships with friends from various countries and cultures. Serving as the Treasurer of the AIGS Student Council in
2023 was a particularly meaningful opportunity to give back to ACTS University while gaining invaluable experience in
multicultural leadership. Living away from my home country for six years has deepened my dependence on Christ and
taught me to see the diverse ways He works in the lives of different people.

Academically, | am profoundly grateful to my professors for their dedicated guidance in refining my scholarly writing. | still
vividly remember my very first class with Professor Matthew Gunn. Professor Daniel Kim kindly guided me through

my first academic publication, and Professor Myung-Suk Lee provided me with academic exposure through KIAMS and
opportunities to participate in international conferences, laying the foundation for writing for international journals.

Most notably, Professor Han-Sung Kim mentored me through to the end, enabling me to publish articles in three major
international missiological journals. | am certain that these experiences would never have been possible had | remained in
Uganda; for this, | am truly grateful to ACTS and the Korean churches.

Lastly, | want to thank my wife, Esther, an alumna who studied at ACTS before me. She has been my unwavering support and
companion throughout this six-year journey. | thank God for the grace He has shown through all these people, and | humbly ask
for your continued prayers that God may use me most effectively in the mission field.

International Journal Publications

1. Missiology: An International Review
The Title: “African Missionaries in the US”

2. International Bulletin of Mission Research (IBMR)
The Title: “African Pastors’ Virtual Ministry from South Korea”

3. Transformation: An International Journal of Holistic Mission Studies
The Title: “The Moratorium Debate in the Anglican Church of Uganda”

(Co-authored with Prof. Han-Sung Kim as the second author)

February 2026 Graduate of the Combined M.A. & Ph.D. Program

(Intercultural Studies) David Hirome, Uganda
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